
While Hevac developed into a 
multi-million euro turnover operation 
over the years, John – and later his 
daughter Carol and son Seamus, both 
of whom took over the reins after his 
death –  continued to retain that 
“family” atmosphere and ethos. 
Indeed, it was this which attracted 
many to join the company. It is also 
reflected in the number of long-serving 
employees still with the company.

That said, and like all good families, 
hard work and initiative was also 
encouraged. It is no surprise to learn 
that many of those now running their 
own businesses in the sector, or 
working in senior roles for other 
companies, received their grounding 
at Hevac. While sorry to lose them, 
John – and later Carol and Seamus – 
were genuinely supportive of those 
who struck out on their own ventures. 
Participation in CPD events and 
involvement in industry bodies and 
institutions was also supported.

While it was John who established 
the foundations and built a very 
strong and stable platform, Carol and 
Seamus devised and implemented the 
second phase of its development. 
Under astute their stewardship 
Hevac, and sister companies Tube 
Company, Origen and Polytherm, 
gradually evolved from being heating 
and plumbing suppliers to leading 
players in the emerging energy and 
sustainability sector, repeating the 

leadership cycle set in train by their 

father 45 years before.

Apart from the product portfolio, 

they also enhanced the back-up service. 

This included a dedicated technical 

and design support team of in-house 

engineers, CAD technicians and system 
specialists, a first for a distributor in 
the industry.

A major milestone for the company 
was the acquisition of Heat Merchants 
Group which now has 31 Heat Merchants 
branches and 12 Tubs & Tiles showrooms 
throughout the country, and is 
supported by a central warehouse and 
distribution hub based in Athlone. At 
the time this was perceived as perhaps 
a brave foray into the merchant sector 
but, as time has proven, it was an astute 
investment and one that saw the 
pioneering spirit and abilities of John 
perpetuated by Carol and Seamus. 
They have now taken the decision to 
depart the sector for pastures new 
and, while they will both be missed, 
the legacy of the English family will 
live on in to the future. n
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As the recent sale of the Hevac Group companies, along with 
Heat Merchants and Tub & Tiles, to Wolseley marks a new 
beginning (see page 33), it also signals the end of the English 
family involvement in the building services engineering sector. 
Established in 1974 by John English, Hevac was not just part of 
what was then a fledgling market segment, but rather a leading 
force that helped shape how it evolved.

Legacy of English  
family to live on

Carol and Seamus English.


