
However, they are resourceful and 
driven individuals, not bad with tools and 
working with their hands, and very much 
open to seeking and taking advice. To 
begin with they did a great deal of 
research with a publication called How  
to Build Your Own Canoe by specialist 
canoe builder and renowned author Ted 
Moores being their bible. Ted’s YouTube 
presentations reinforced their learning,  
as did hundreds of other YouTube 
presentations on the many intricate 
aspects of building an open-style canoe.

It was a new experience for both of 
them to engage on a project like this. 
Despite being long-time friends, when they 
previously met up it was always very relaxed 
and perhaps over a beer. Going from that 
into the pressure cauldron of building your 
own canoe – when neither of you had ever 
done it – was a very different scenario. 

They learned lots of new things about 
canoe building but, equally so, lots of new 
things about one another. There were the 
inevitable tense moments, especially when 
Michael’s obsession with achieving 
perfection clashed with Frank’s drive and 
determination to get the job done.

However, the end result would never 
have been realised without that tension 
and commitment on both their parts. They 
devoted five hours a week to physically 
working on the project – two hours on 
Wednesday evenings and three hours on 
Saturday mornings – while spending  
many more hours researching how to  
do the next process, chasing down 
materials and still doing their day jobs.

Now, 12 months later, the fruit of their 
efforts is evident for all to see. They have 
created not just an excellent open-style 
canoe, but also something of an art piece 
that is both functional and beautiful. On 
its maiden voyage in Malahide recently  
it caused quite a stir. Crowds gathered on 
the seafront to admire the canoe and ask 
questions as they pulled the vessel from 
the water.

Not ones to normally project themselves 
or seek the limelight, it is still very much 
apparent just how proud they both are  
of having realised their dream … and  
to be still great friends! n

Covid has caused many difficulties for people, 
presented hitherto unimaginable challenges and 
resulted in all manner of disruption. Nonetheless, it  
has also presented opportunities and prompted 
people to prioritise personal goals and ambitions 
they would normally put on hold. So it was with 
Michael Gleeson and his dream to build his own 
open-style canoe, which is perhaps more  
commonly referred to as a Canadian canoe,  
much to the chagrin of Americans.
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Michael Gleeson and  
Frank GIlsenan embark  
on their maiden voyage  
in Malahide estuary.

PADDLE 
YOUR OWN 
CANOE!

Michael has always had boats, be it cruisers 
or punts and many other models in between. While 
he loves being on the water, his objective in doing 
so is primarily to fish, especially in rivers and lakes. 
Hence the desire for his own canoe to get him into 
areas not possible with other vessels.

When he put the idea to his long-time friend 
Frank Gilsenan he half expected to be scoffed at 
but, low and behold, Frank not only encouraged 
him but enthusiastically bought in to it. The 
problem? … while they may have almost 80  
years experience between them in the supply and  
    teaching side of building services engineering  
      – Frank is currently with Ecopipe and Michael  
          in TU Dublin – they knew nothing about  
             building a canoe.

  Building Services Engineering l July/August 2021 61

lockdown innovation

They have created not just an excellent open-

style canoe, but also something of an art 

piece that is both functional and beautiful.“


